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BIG SKY MEET ON GRIZZLY RUNNERS MINDS 
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MISSOULA---
The UM men's cross country team has one more meet to win before turning total 
concentration to the season-long goal of winning the Big Sky Conference Championship. 
Saturday morning coach Will Cheesman's squad faces Montana State in a five-mile run over 
Riverside Golf Course. 
"The team will run tired, but they will run well," Cheesman said. "The squad is still 
running twice a day as they will until the end of next week." 
The team's progress is "right on schedule" for the Big Sky meet, which is Nov. 12 
at Salt Lake City. The meet is actually the District 7 Rocky Mountain Regional 
qualifying meet for the NCAA championship. Points will be scored for Big Sky teams as 
well. 
Cheesman has the team running in Pattee Canyon because of the higher altitude in 
Salt Lake City. 
"I think we have to be considered a possible contender" he said. Ut·1' s success 
depends on two unknown quantities, according to Cheesman. One is the quality · and depth 
of the Northern Arizona and University of Idaho teams. The Grizzlies have not had an 
opportunity to run against either team's full squad. The second unknown is how UM's 
seven runners will fare over the 10,000 meter course, the equivalent of 6.2 miles. 
The Grizzlies chances of winning will rely, as it has all season, on team performance. 
This weekend's meet will decide the seventh spot on the UM traveling team for the Big Sky 
~eet. Six runners are vying for that spot. 
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